FLIGHT     TO     THE     SEA
how many there are going past!  You're crowding us, your
^Excellency! "
A note of entreaty, almost of supplication sounded in
Gregorys voice as, turning to the man and his wife, pressing
one hand to his chest, he asked :
""* " Good people ! Help me in my trouble, for Christ's
sake ! If we take her on any further she'll die. Let us leave
her with you. I'll pay you for looking after her, as much
as you ask. And all mj- life I shall remember your kindness.
. . . Don't say no, do me this favour ! "
At first the master flatly refused, saying they had no
time to look after a sick woman, and that they had no
room for her. But at last, when he had finished his dinner,
he said:
*' It stands to reason, who's going to look after her for
nothing ? But how much would you give us to look after
her ? How much can you afford to offer for our trouble ? "
Gregor drew all the money he had out of his pocket, and
held it out to the man. The peasant irresolutely took the
packet of Don government credit notes, spat on his fingers,
counted them, and asked ;
" But haven't you got any Nicholas money ? "
lt No."
" Maybe you've got Kerenski roubles ?  This stuff isn't
too safe. . . ."
" I haven't any Kerenskis either.  If you like, I'll leave
you my horse/'
The  man   reflected  for  some  time,  then  thoughtfully
answered:
" No, Of course, I'd take the horse; for us peasants a
horse is more important than anything else. But in such
times as these it isn't any use. If the Whites don't take it
the Reds will, and we shan't get anything out of it. I've
already-got a little mare that's no good at all, and yet before
you can look round they'll be takmg and leading her out of
the yard." He was silent, thinking. Then, as though to
justify himself, &e added: " Don't think I'm so terribly
greedy. God forbid! But judge for yourself, your
Excellency ! She may lie a month, or even more, and it'll
be nothing "but giving her this, and taking from her that,
and she's got to be fed, with bread, and milk, an egg or two,
and meat. And all that costs money; that's true, isn't